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Flooding

Causes of flooding:
• Heavy rain – the main cause, filling the rivers with water
• Snow melting – Spring snow melting in mountains
• Steep land – makes the water run down to rivers faster
• Impermeable rock – water won’t soak in
• Tributaries – water gets to the river quickly.
• Built up areas (urbanisation) 
• Deforestation (cutting down trees) – trees aren’t there to 

absorb water.

Flooding has happened in all of these places along the River 
Thames in the last 20 years.

Flood prevention:
Short-term
• Portable flood barriers
• Sandbags
• Flood shutters (used at St John’s!)
Long-term
• Embankments – creates more space for water in the river.
• New river channels – creates more space for water
• Planning new housing carefully – don’t build on a floodplain
• Allowing areas to flood – e.g. low value farmland

The Thames Barrier was created to protect the city of London 
from flooding. Read more here -
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-26133660

River Processes 

Erosion – Rocks are worn away.

Transportation – eroded material 
is carried downstream by the 
river.

Deposition – The river loses 
energy and transported material 
is dropped.


