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In this unit we focus on the
traditional drumming music of
West Africa using djembes .
A djembe is a rope-tuned
skin-covered goblet drum
played with bare hands,
originally from West Africa.

Djembe music was originally
used to tell stories and to fransmit
messages through a rich tapestry of oral
tradition passed through generations.

Different djembe tones are produced by

using different areas of the skinand a _ : ;

variety of hand positions/techniques.
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<& According to the Bambara people in Mali, the name of the

diembe comes from the saying “Anke dé, anke be’
| which translates to “everyone gather together in peace’

and defines the drum's purpose.

(Ts everyone in fime? Is the pulse clear? )
Is there a good start and a tidy ending?
Is there a clear structure (ABA)?
Is the drum held properly?
Can we hear the three fones?

FUNGA ALAFIA [WEST AFRICAN WELCOME SONG)
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Fun-ga a-la-fia a-shay, a-shay, Fun-ga a- la- fia a-shay, a-shay.

Welcome to everyone, we're glad you've come

Welcome to everyone with open arms



